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Coretta Scott King


Coretta Scott King was born April 27, 1927 in Heiberger, near Marion, in Alabama. When Coretta was a little girl, she had spent her childhood in Heiberger on her parents’ farm. Coretta has two brothers including herself made three children. They were so hard hit during the Depression that the children had to picked cotton to help money. As a young child, King had walked five miles to attend her school. When she got older, she had studied at Lincoln High School in Marion, about nine miles away from were they were. Her mother had to hire a bus so that all the black students can come and go from school and as unusual course of the action for a black woman in the year 1930s.
Mrs. King inherited the love of music and had began to study to play the trumpet and piano, as well as singing as a soloist at school recitals. She did well in school and was the top of her class when she had graduated in 1945. Finally she had enrolled at Antioch College, Ohio, were her sister Edythe had become the first fulltime black student to live on campus. At Antioch College, King majored in music and education. The fact that Coretta was an African American that was not a burrier in any of these roles but found her way blocked when she began to teach. Ordinarily, the students did practice teaching in the local public schools and there were no black teachers and would not accept her. At the end of protesting and going to the college president, she had to do her teaching at Antioch Demonstration School.
By the time she graduated in1951, she had decided to come a singer instead of a school-teacher and been accepted by New England Conservatory of Music in Boston. Even she had scholarship to cover tuition, it did not pay for anything else and she barely scraped by during her first year. Coretta cleaned stairwells of the house she lived in to pay for board and breakfast. But the following year was easier, because of her receiving state aid from Alabama. While studying at the conservatory she met Martin Luther King Jr., and married him in 1953. After graduating from the Conservatory, they moved to Montgomery, Alabama, where Martin Luther King Jr. began his work as a minister.
Being married to a committed civil rights, Coretta knew that she would not live the life of a quiet minister wife. Yolanda, their first child, that born in 1955, just two weeks before the bus boycott. With the boycott came danger-her house was bombed in 1956 and from then on King had to be watched constantly on her children an well as her husband. Then had a few more children named: Martin Luther III, Dexter, and Bernice. The next few years saw Coretta sharing as full partner in her husband’s work, walking beside him traveling and giving speeches when she wasn’t able to do so. On behalf of the Women’s Strike for Peace and was delegated at the Disarmament Conference in Geneva in 1962.
When her husband was assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee, in 1968 Coretta King took it for granted that she would continue his work. Four days after his death she led a march of fifty thousand people through the streets of Memphis and later took place in the Poor PeopleÆs March to Washington. In the following years Coretta traveled to India to accept an award granted to Mr. King the previous and on the way visited Italy to give a special audience by the Pope. She was the only woman to preach at St. Paul Cathedral. However she had another concern in 1969 which was Martin Luther King Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change, which she planned to create in Atlanta, Georgia. 
Over the years King worked hard to raise funds for the center that now covers three full blocks and houses a library and archive of the civil rights movement. The center also achieved her major goal to make Martin Luther King Jr. birthday a holiday. She continue to speak out to the people of injustice, especially racial injustice, just what her husband’s dream of fairness and equality come true. So in recent years the murder of Martin Luther King Jr. has come back under examination.
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